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Research has proven that phonics works 
for most struggling readers. Check with 
your school to see if they are using an 
evidence-based phonics program.  
 
Teaching reading needs to be 
accompanied with writing so keep it nice 
and multisensory with saying the sound 
as they write using colour, chalk, crayons, 
paint, little whiteboards, coloured pens 
and pencils, playdough, glitter, tracing 
the letter in the air with their fingers, and 
many more! SAY and DO is key! 

 
Help with overlearning and revisiting sounds taught, by using as many fun and engaging multisensory  
methods.  
 
 
 

The ORDER of phonics 

SINGLE 
LETTERS 

s    a    t    p 
i    n    m    d 
g    o    c    k 
ck    e    u    r 
h    b    f    l 
j    v    w    x 

y    z    q 

INITIAL 
CONSONANT 

CLUSTERS 
bl   br   cl   cr 
dr   fl   fr   gl 

gr   pl   pr   sc 
sk   sl   sm   sn 
sp   st   sw   tr 

tw   shr   thr  scr 
spl  spr  squ  str 

FINAL 
CONSONANT 

CLUSTERS 

ft    lk    m 
nd    nk    nt 

R AND L 
CONTROLLED 

VOWELS 
ar   ur   al 
ir   er   or 

CONSONANT 
DIGRAPHS 

ch   sh   th 
wh  ng 

SPLIT 
DIGRAPHS 

a_e  e_e  i_e 
o_e  u_e 

 

ONE SOUND 
DIGRAPHS 

ai/ay   ee   oa 
oi/oy   au/aw 

TWO SOUND 
DIGRAPHS 

ea   ou   ie 
ow   oo CHAMELEON 

LETTERS 

c    g    y 

SILENT LETTER 
WORDS 

MULTI-SYLLABLE 
WORDS ANGLO-SAXON 

PREFIXES, 
SUFFIXES & 

COMPOUND 
WORDS 

LATIN AND 
FRENCH-BASED 

WORDS 

TRICKY 
WORDS 

GREEK-BASED 
WORDS 

Reference: 
 

Prof Tom Nicholson 
https://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/expertise/profile.cfm?stref=967930 

 

We’ll address 

this in next 

week’s email. 


